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BEACON 
HILL 


SEATED at the foot of a monument» which, 


iionfers more honor upon the oeconemy, than the 
tafte or generofity of Boftonians, I have before me, 
v/hich ever way I dire£t my eyes, fcenes that in^ 
fpire the beft emotions of the heart. 
An exteniive 
and populous town—a water profpe(ft, bounded by 
the diftant horiz(Hi—in which, fruitful iflands are 
inte;rfperfe4, and innumerous veflels are moving— 
a cultivated country, rifing gradually, 'till the back 
ground of the view is darkened with hills whofe ve- 
nerable heads feem loft in clouds ;—tlie dweHmgs 
of the peaceful villagers—the chateaux and fplendid 
feats of qpuience—the mart of commerce, the a- 
bode of fcience and the fpiry temples of the deity, 
form the raoft wonderful and pleaiing variety of ob- 
jedts that ever were prefented to the eye of man. 
The contemplative mind, naturally recurs to the 
time, when that land was covered with a wildernefs, 
where the tawny aboriginal hunted his game or re- 
pofed in his rude wigwam ;—when that water was 
unimproved and its tide» ebbed and flowed for ages 
without bearing on their bofom,ought,but the fport- 
ing fiih or undifturbed fea-fowl. The aftoniihing 
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—fcems the cffe^^ of magic, or the work of 
fupnicr beings. 
Beheld a ration l.as arifcn ! Lik : 
the Tudden formation of a volcanic produ£lion, Maf- 
ficliufctts has «merged from the profound gloom 
\\hich had ct nccalcd her, frtm the foundation of the 
Vv'orld, and the beams of her glory illumine the fpa- 
cious hcmifphere of politics and intelligence. 


L i t e r a r p 
^ m u f r m e n t s ; . 


•[SE I. E C T E D . ] 


THE OLD MAN AND HIS DOG. 


A T A L E , 
( B Y M . 
M A R M O N T E L . ) 


- 
[Concluded from No. XXII ] 


" F R O M this moment, you -W-ill needs think 
that he has two friends inftead of one. 
I defired 
to know who he was, whence he came, and whith- 
er he was going, and what had brought him to fuch 
a iiate of infirmity." 


"Thank heaven," faid he, 
lived fifty years by 
the fweat of my brow, and yefterday for the firft 
time, I fufiercd the humiliation of aiking charit)'. 
I was a carpentcr in Lorrain, and my trade gave me 
bread j but an accident difabled me from (landing 
up to work ; a fplinter of wood occafioned an in- 
curable fore in my leg, I am going to Rouen to fee 
my daughter 5 ihe is an excellent fpinner and earns 
her livelihood in the cotton manufaiiories. 
When 
with her, I iliall want for nothing. 
But as I got 
on ilowly on account of my fore leg, and came from 
far, the little money I had amafled was not fuffi- 
cient for my journey. 
I have been obliged to fo- 
Hcit alms i but as I do not look like a pauper, I 
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met with little relief. 
I wa<? fiifting 
my dog ro- 
m-iincd—" 
Thefe words iliflcd his voice. 


" At your age, in the heat of fvimmer, r.iiJ with a 
fore leg, I will never lu'J^r you," fil l I, to unci n - 
t.ike a journey of thirty leugu^s by LI.KI, tu 'C^ 
much if you go by witer : it woiiUl a.ir.Tavutc your 
difcafcj and render it incur.ible, if it be not fo al- 
ready. Come with nie. 
Providence oiTcrs you htrre 
an afylum, where you will find reil, rcm.'dics 
and 
perhaps 1 cure." 
T h e old man, who Io:,ked at r.ie 
with joyTul aitoniihnient, unncd his dog, and let i:- 
coii.luct him to the hofpltal cn :hs ether f.de o: ihe 
K-V' 
L/i AVi L v^ • 


" I was not known there ; but in thefe refpecta- 
ble houfes, indigence and 
infirmity recommended 
themfelves. 
T h e prior liilencd wich emotion to the 
recital of our adventure, fent for the moil Ikillful 
furgeon in the hofpltal, and made him examine the 
fore. 
I ihuddered to foe to what a degree it was 
invenomed by the fu:nm.r heat, antl the fatigue of 
the j o u r n e y . — " T h j r e is no tin^e to be loft," faid 
the furgeon ; " b u t it is not too late, and I will un- 
dertake to fave the leg."—^'lle will be cured then r" 
: — " Y e s , fir, I anfwer for it."—This was t]\e mo- 
ment of my joy and happlnefs.—"Gentlemen," faid 
I, " f p a r e nothing ; I vviil do every thing that may 
be neceflary."—"Ail that is nejclTiry," faid 
the 
prior, with a look of modcil fjvcrity, " i s to leave 
the iick man to us, and to confide in our c.ire." 


" 1 felt that I had injured tlie dellcMcy o." the :::ocd 
father, and made him .:n apology.—"T'lit would it 
not," faid I, " b e impofing upon your grodn.ls, if I 
requefted that his faithful frici:d"—Yes, fir, his 
friend, his dog lhall bear him company : we alfo 
know how to value the inrtlncr of fricndildp." 


" T h o f e words of the reverend father, this recep- 
tion, tills ready care, this tranquil piety, th)s fervie.^- 
al-le humanity, this habit of doing good at 
every 
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hour and at every moment, without fecming to be 
Gonfclous of any merit, made a deep impreflion up- 
on mc. 
What, faid I to myfclf, for my pitiiul 
crown, and a few fteps in the fervice of an unfortu- 
nate man, I am tranlported with joy, and cbntented 
myfelf beyond meafure ! and thefe religious^ who 
pafs their days and nights in nurfing, attending, and 
relieving tlie poor, and who do more good in a day, 
than I lhall ever do in my life, do not even deign to 
tliink of it. This indeed is meritorious and fublime. 


"Before I left the old man, I took his daughter's 
addrefs, that I might fend her an account of her 
father, and went to join the ladies, who were wait- 
ing for me on the other fide of the bridge. 
I could 
not avoid telling them what had pafied j and my 
forry prefent mingled a little ridicule with the pathos 
of my recital ; but I defired them to be more gene- 
rous, and told them till the old man ihould be cur- 
cd, I was his treafurer. 


"Our fociety in the country often changed, and 
whenever a new face arrived, I was defired to re- 
peat my tale. 
I never failed to mention tlie oiFer 
of my crown, and tliis excefs of liberality never fail- 
ed to dras^^pon me ironical 
admiration."—A 
crown," faidtl^y, " a crown to the good old man 
for fo invaluable a dog !"—"And you, fir," faid I, 
"and you, madam, hov/ much would you have giv- 
en ?—Every one named a fmaller or greater fum, 
according as his fenfibility had been worked upon by 
my narrative.—"Well!" faid I, "the old man is not 
far off, and every one may do what he would have 
done in my place. 
They vied one with another in 
generofjty, and I for my iliare, thanked heaven for 
having given me, inilcad of riches, the talent of 
moving the rich. 
At length I announced the 
wiihed 
witn 


for d.^y wlien my old man would come 
to return tlianks to his bcncfa<iiors. 
his dog 


THE 
NIGHTINGALE. 


Th: houfe was full. 
I went to the hofpit-nl to fetch 
hiin ; anJ after hiviiK^ exprcfled my hoart felt gra- 
r^tiuL' to the goc-«! fathers, and my veneration for 
lo f.icivvl :in Inltitution, and f)i- functions Oj piouH/ 
uiliilkil,. I brought hirn with me almoft as acli\o, 
;irul as joyous as his fpriiiici. 


" Tliey were both recclvcd with joyful cxclama- 
iions i but the <!og was taken tlie mofl notice r>f. 
Never In his life did he rcccive fo man/ careiics. 
Ho was at firfl confufcd, bui: lie foon returned them, 
with a locJc that feenicd to fay, he knew why he 
was fo well treated. 


«'The good old man dined 
u';, and liis do;^ 


bcfide him. 
They ilopt to;;Tetlierj and the ii>l!ow- 
ill;:; morning, at the dawn of day, cam? to take leave 
ot" mc. 
The h.oncil mau's little t^cafure was deliver- 
ed to hln.i. 
I told him in vaia that I had contribut- 
ed but iirti;.'.—am indebted to you for all," faid 
ho, «<andl will never forget it.'* 
On faying tlitie 
^vords I^.e wanted to throw himfelf at my feet ; bi;t 
I held him up, and fuiding ourfelves in one anoth- 
er',; arms, we took leave as afl'eclionately as two old 
friends would liare done. 


*<iSir," faid he, at length, 
am going awry load- 
ed wii:h your favours 
but will you permit me to 
beg on > more ?—You have embraced me ; pray 
deign to kifs my dog. 
I wiili to tell my diughtct' 
that you killed my dog. 
Come here !Sprij.duIy,'' 
faid he,. 
Gome, the gentleman will be good c- 
nough to do yc u that honour."—Sprightly itcod up 
on his hind leg«, and, I ftooped towards 
hiia 
v/Iien all at once the image of the old 
ma:i 
hanging, hke mo, over his dog, and thinking he was 
kiiRng him for the lail lime, rullied into niy mind, 
and I co\dd not refrain from tears.—" Ah ! y-u ne- 
gleft him," hid the old man, 
keep him, h. is llid 
yours."'—No my fr'end, no j go and be happy. 
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I nm more 
fo myfclf than I nave clefcrvcd to b? ; 
and yoiir image, and that of your dog, \vill Ioni; lui- 
ficc io malte me fo in idea." 


[i^E L LC 1 E U . ] 


CHARACTER 
OF A FINE 
LADT. 


A 
T the expcnce 
of health 
and 
(iuty, ll c 
wailes in deep or llotli thofe Hill, fcrenc, dcli-I;tiul 
hours, w h i c h ought to be devoted to the in prt v^:. 
nicnt of her mind and regulation of l.er family. iSLt 
gets up with uneafy reflection, on the loiTes, dif;ip- 
pt)intmcnts, and mortificaticns of the p r c c ed i r g «iüy ; 
Ol eile with no r e i l c d i o n s at all. 
H«.r 
terrpcr 
i. 
frcttctl during 
the tedious duties of the toüctie, l y 
dileovtring in her faee the fure, though filcnt, i;.va- 
ges of time and diilpation. 
Chagrined w i i h hcr- 
fL li", (lie vents her ill-humour indiferin^inately on all 
w h o approach h e r ; and her caprice nr.d injuil'ce 
tc:.ch 
even her children and d c m t f t i c s to cicsp Tc 
her. 
U t t t r l y ignorant of happinefs, fl.c 
aH-Cs ti-.t: 
precious hours of life in vainly contriving ilie ir.ea^s 
of rendering them happy. 
T o 
diflipi.te that time, 
w h i c h 
flie 
k n o M S 
not to enjoy, yet 
w h o f e 
iilcnt 
iapfe fhe marks w i t h terror, 
and deplores w i t h an- 
guiili, flic fets out o n a round of vifits, in full eor.fi- 
dence of being 
denied admittance by all w h o 
call 
themfelves her friends, and w h o m , 
ilie w c u l d 
in- 
deed rank as enemies, did they confent to fee her. 
B u t if, by fome unfortunate miftake, their doors are 
opened to receive her, ihe execrates the f a u l t ; and 
w i t h confummate art, and Iieroic difiimulation, 
in- 
fiar.tly converts 
her fr own s 
into fmiles, and 
ilies 
w ith open arms to meet the very pcrfon, w l o m 
in 
bci hciu t üie liates; defpifes, envies and defames.— 


I 
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Comp^^ny joins her at her fuperb, but joyk r^ znd 
inlioTp't-ible in^al. 
There, want of cot>iidencc ind 
ciLein throws reilrauit and coldnels into converia- 


ti in i for where there is no mutu .l dcfir.: to p k i i l c 
1 be pleafcd, diilrurc and iiidlncrcnce niult tak^: 
p aci or focial intercourfe, hannony, nnd chcerful- 


ii.r,. 
Public amufcin^nts fill up the tedious ni^ht 
—anmfcmcnts ! gro^A'n not only tailelcfs but bur- 
theiirome by repeiuion. 
Frivolous convcrfation, 


u n n e a n i n g gallantry, infipid pleafures, and ruin- 
oai gaming, fum up the joys of a fine lady.—Slie 
ni IV, indeed, be laid to walk in a vain Ihovv ; for 
her life is a train of unfuccefsful <leceit, wliich can- 
not impofc upon the world, and which neither pro- 
motes her intereft nor comfort. 
Her 
rankling 
pafTions increafe witli her years i her heart is the 
receptacle of pride, envy, malevolence, and difguft : 
—Her 
youth is wailed in folly,' her age has no 
frieiids : She lives without enjoyment, ihe dies with- 
out hope ! 


i C C O U N T 
OF 
A D R E A D F U L I . Y I N T E R E S T I N G 
ADVF.H- 


T JRE OF M R . WILLIAM B A R i R A M , IN E A S T 


F L O R I D A , D U R I N G HIS B O T A N I C A L 
RESEARCHE.^. 


iFROM 
BARTRAM'S 
TRArLLH.'^ 


[Continued iron) No. XXII.] 


r V j l Y apprehenfions were I i i ^ l y alarmed aficrbc- 
ipg a fpe£lator of fo dreadful a bawk. It was obvious 
tii it every delay would but tend to incriail- my dan- 
gers and diihcuhies, as the fun was near luting, 
and the alligators gathered around my harbciir from 
all (juartcrs. 
From thefe co.ifiilcratioiis I cor,ciud- 
ed to be expeditious in my trip to the lagc(>n, la cr- 
der to take ibme fHh. 
Not thinking ii prudent to 
take my fufcc with me, Icil I mi^ht k fe itcvcihoctrd 
in caie of a battle, which 1 had every reaioa to 
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to dread before my return, I therefore furnlihed my. 
felf with a club for my defence, went on board, and 
penetrating the firft line of thofe which furrounue<l 
my harbour, they gave way ; but being purfucd Iv 
fcvcral very large ones, 1 kept driftly on the watdi, 
and paddled with all my might towards the entranc: 
of the lagoon, hoping to be ihcltcred there from the 
multitude of my aiTailants; but ere I had ha!f-w?.v 
reached the place, I was attacked on all f:dcs, fcve- 
ral endeavouring to overfet the canoe. 
My fituation 
now became precarious to the laft degree ; two vtry 
large ones attacked me clofely, at the fame in ft ant, 
ruihing up with their heads and part of their bcclita 
above the water roaring terribly, and belching flocds 
of water over me. 
They ftruck their jaws together 
fo clofe to my ears, as almoll to ftun me, and I t x- 
pe^led every moment to be dragged out cf the boat 
and inltantly devoured. 
But I applied my weapors 
fo cffcdlually about me, though at random, tha: i 
wns lb fuccefsful as to beat thtni off a little : when, 
iinding they defigncd to renew the battle, I 
nn:ide 
for the ihore, as the only means left mc for my pre- 
fervation ; for, by keeping clofe to it, I ihould have 
my enemies on one fide of me only, whereas I 
before iurrounded by them ; and there was a prob:,- 
bility,if pufned to the lail extremity, of faving m^lllf, 
by jumping out of the canoe gn Ihore, as it is taiy 
to out'.valk thtm on land, although c m p. rativtly 
fwift as lightning in the water. 
1 found this laft ex- 
pedient alone could fully anfwer my expeftatkn?, 
for as foon as I gained the ihore, they drew cli 
and kept aloof. 
This was a happy relief, as my 
confidencc was, in fome degree, recovered by it. On 
recollefting myfelf, I dilcovered that I had alrr.oll 
reached the entrance of the lagoon and determined 
to venture in, if poilible, to take a few fifli, and tlicn 
return to my harbour, while day-light continued; 
for I could now, with caution and rcfolution, make 
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IBy way wkh fafcty along ftjore ; and indeed, there 
was no other way to regain my camp, without leav- 
ing my boat and makinpj my retreat through the 
niarfhes 
and 
reeds, 
which, if 
I 
could 
cfFctt, 
would have been in a manner throwing myfeif away, 
for then there would have been no hopes of ever 
recovering my bark, and returning in fatety to any 
fettlements of men. 
I accordingly proceeded, and 
made good my entrance into the lagoon, though not 
wltliout oppofition from the alHgatcrs, who formed 
a line ncrofs the entrance, but did not purfue me in- 
to it, nor was I moleilcd by any there, though 
rlicre were fome very large ones in a cove 
at 
the upper end. 
I foon caught more tiout than 
I had prefent occafion for, and the air was too 
hot and fultry to admit of th^ir being kept for many 
hours, even though 
falted or barbccued. 
I now 
prepared for my return to camp, v/hich I fuccceded 
in with but little trouble, by keeping clofe to the 
ihore ; yet I wasopp«.:\d upon re-entering tlic riv- 
er out of the lagoon, and puriued near to my land- 
ing, (though not clofcly attacked,) particularly by zt\ 
old daring one, about twelve feet in length, who kept 
clofc after m e ; 
and when I lUpped on ihorc and 
turned about, in order to draw my canoe, he rufli- 
ed up near my ftet, and lay there for fome time, 
looking me in the facc, his head and (lioulders out 
of water, 
I refolved he fliould pay for his temeri- 
ty ; and having a heavy load in my fufee, 1 ran to 
n.y camp, and returning with my piece, found him 
H 1th his foot on the gunwale of the boat, in fearch 
cf nil). 
On my coming up, he withdrew fullenly 
i.nd flowly into the water, but foon returned and 
placed himfelf In his former pcGticn, looking at me, 
and feeming neither fearful nor any way dillurl>€d. 
I foon dilpatched him by lodging the contents cf 
my gun in his head, and then proceeded to cleanfc 
and prepare my iiili for fuppcr 
and accordingly 
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took them out of the boat, laiH them down on tnc 
fand dole to the water, and began to icale them- 
when raifing my head, I faw before me, throu^;h the 
clear water, the head and fhoulders of a very l.ir^e 
alligator, movhig flowly towards me. 
I inilnntiy 
ftepped 
back, when with a fweep c-f hi t.ii!, l/e 
brulhed otT feveral of my fiih. 
It; w^.s ci.rt;iir,;y 
moll providential that I looked up nt ti.ar n^il.'.nf 
as the monller would prohnbly, in Ids tlu.n a rriKi- 
ine, have fcized and dragged mc into -he riwr. 
This incredible boldnefs of the animal diibivlxd rne 
greatly, fuppofing there could now be no rcalon-ib;- 
fafety for me during the night, but by kecpitig ccn- 
tinually on the watch : I therefore, as foon as I had 
prepared the fifh, proceeded to fecure myfelf and 
effe^ls in the heft manner I could. 
In the firft 
place, I hauled my bark upon Ìhore, ?lmofl: clear 
out of the water, to prevent their ovcrfttting or 
finking her ; after this, every moveable wns taken 
out and carried to my camp, wliich was but a few 
yards off ; then ranging fome dry wood in fuch or- 
der as was the moft convenient, I cleared the ground 
round about, that there might be no impedirr.ert in 
my way, in cafe of an attack in the night, 
either 
from the water or the land : for I difcovered by this 
time, that this fmall iilhmus, from its remote tìtur- 
tion and fniitfulnefs, was reforted to by bears and 
wolves. 
Having prepared myfelf in the be ft: mr.:> 
n6r I could, I charged my gun and proceeded to re- 
connoitre my camp and the adjacent grounds ; when 
I difcovered that the peninfula and grove, at the 
diftance of about two hundred yards from my en- 
campment, on the land fule, were inveiled by a ey- 
prefs fwamp, covered with water, which belcvv vas 
joined to the fhore of the little lake, and above, to 
the marilies furromiding the lagoon ; fo that I v. 
confmed to an iflet exceedingly circumfcribed, and 
I found there was no other retreat for me, in càk 
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^f 2n attack, but by cither afccnding one of the large 
c.tk^, or puiliing off with my boat. 


It was by this time duik, and the alligators had 
„(.^vly ceafcd their roar, when I was again alarmed 
hv a tumultuous noife that feemed to be in my har- 
hnir, and therefore engaged my immediate atten- 
- 
Returning to my camp, I found it undif- 
tv.ibcd, and then continued on to the extreme point 
(. -he promontory, uhere I faw a fcene, new and 
¡"¡-•pritng, which at firft threw my fenfes into fuch 


tumult that it was fome time before I could com- 
r.xhend wh:it was th^ matter ; however, I foon ac- 
couvtcd for the prodigious aiTemblage of crocodiles 
at this place, which exceeded every thing of the 
kind I had ever heard of. 


[ T o be 
c o n t i n \ : e d . ] 


( £ > r i s i n a l 
p o e t r p » 


THE RURAL 
OFFER, 


B Y 
A YOUNG 
L A D Y . 


B , >UT a co'tagc, my falrcft I offer to thee, 


From difcord, from euvy.and poverty free. 


Mv fields, are but few, yet with harvefts they (hine, 


And my paflurcs, with flicep a id their lambkins arc thint. 


And t o' you fliould find no daint'es for food. 


Your fare will be 
finiple.'biit 
ptife<5lly good. 


M y bdins tho' not many, always ful! you fliaJI fee, 


And wait, my Helena, a- tcptancc fri m thee. 


M y kine the' not nun ermif, give plenty of nulk, 


And the fleece fiom the ñock. r.-ufl fcrve thcc for filk. 


T h y drcfs without (;rn?.rr¡tnt, fritple and clcan, 


Tho' not fattins, or (acts, fliaü never be mean. 


No fiowcT», of great price in my garden you'll fee. 


Yet the rofc and iwcet briair, (ball flouriih for thcc. 
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No ileward, thy houfchohl will fuperintcnd, 
One Of two plain domeflics, their fervicÄ fluU lend. 
No carriage and pair will prance to th)' gate, 
Kat a borfc that's well fed, on thy plcafurc fliall wait. 
Ko routs and no balls in my cottagc you'll fee, 
But a few chofen friends recommended by me. 
Iiiftead of Hyde Parker the garden» of Kew, 
Thro' the woods and the grove» 1 will wander with you ; 
Where no fptechcs you hear, made up with deceit, 
But the foftcd of talcs with affcilion replete. 
Bdic e, that I love to fo great a degree. 
That without thee, Helena, I wretched muft be. 
Atamuftments its true, you will fj>end no lat« h«ur, 
Such money mufl go to enliven the poor. 
If mis'rystale with impaticnce you hear. 
Or the ob}t<5l of wart are unwilling to cheer. 
From my heart, from my mind, you banifli'd fliould be. 
For with fuch ne'er my foul could confcnt to agree. 
Thu dcarefl Helena, I point out the r'«""» 
You may fpcnd with a fon^, and afrc(ilionafr,nian. 
Its true that your thoiijilits-iruft not flray from tnj cat 
Arid each fmart bean, and bei «, be entirely forgot. 


Fv'ry w i f l i of thy bofom, muß centre in me, 
And i, in return, wifh nothing but thee. 


jINECDOTE, 


MR. C U R R A N , a cejebrated gentleman of the 
fcar in Ireland, walking one day with a friend, who 
U'as extremely precife in pronounciation ; the latter 
hearing a perfon near him fay curofity fcr cur.'ofity, 
exclaimed, " How that fellow murders the Engliih 
language !' — " N o t fo bad," faid Mr. Curran, "he 
has only knocked an I out." 
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